Course Outline
Roland Michener Secondary School
 District School Board Ontario North East
 Teachers: Mr. C. Clark/Mrs. C. Olaveson
2015
	Course
	Outdoor Education

	Grade
	11 Open

	Course Code
	PAD3O/IDC3O

	Credit Value
	2.0

	Prerequisite
	None


Course Description:
This course focuses on the participation in a variety of outdoor activities that have the potential to engage students’ interest throughout their lives with the acquisition of basic survival skills and environmental understandings.  Students will be provided with the opportunity to learn about leadership techniques, group dynamics and communication, organization and planning, responsibility, problem-solving and resourcefulness, while acquiring specific outdoor recreation and environmental investigation skills.  The goal of experiential learning is to develop self-confidence through a variety of hands-on activity based experiences that will allow students to observe and understand the relationships and human influences in the natural world.

	Teaching Strategies
	Accommodations

	· Integrate technological tools and software where appropriate

· Use a balance of whole-class, small groups and individual instruction through student-centred and teacher directed activities

· Use a variety of instructional methods to address a variety of learning styles (self-discovery hands-on activities, teacher instruction, peer instruction)

· Provide extra help for students who may require one on one contact
	· Extra time for tests, quizzes, exams and assignments

· Flexibility for handing in assignments due to school related activities

· Consideration of individual learning styles

· IEP specific accommodations


Assessment and Evaluation Strategies and Techniques

	Pen and Paper
	Performance Assessment
	Personal Communication

	· Quizzes

· Tests

· Exams

· Charts and Diagrams
· Assignments
	· Observations

· Checklists

· Simulations/Scenarios

· Assignments

· Experiments
	· In-class questioning

· Homework

· Journal/Blog
· Student-teacher conferences

· In-class discussions


Assessment and Evaluation:

	Category
	Weight

	Knowledge & Understanding – Subject-specific content acquired in each course (knowledge) and the comprehension of its meaning and significance (understanding)
· Evaluation in this category may include but is not limited to quizzes, tests, in-class question and answer, group work, presentation, problem assignment etc.
	15%

	Application –  The use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between various contexts
· Evaluation in this category may include but is not limited to tests, in-class problems, take-home project, etc.
	30%

	Thinking – The use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes

· Evaluation in this category will derive primarily from in-class “TIPS” assignments but may include, critical analysis questions, extended answer problems etc. which may or may not be part of a test. 
	15%

	Communication – The conveying of meaning through various forms

· Evaluation in this category may include but is not limited to the proper use of mathematical symbols and terminology, the presentation format of solutions on tests etc., oral and/or written presentations and explanations of mathematical theorems, problem solutions and concepts etc.
	10%

	Summative 

· Performance Assessment Task  (Camping Trip) 
· Final Examination
	30%


	Unit
	Description
	Time and Sequence

	1
	Outdoor & Environmental Leadership
· Students break the ice with each other through a variety of skill building and team building activities.

· The goal of the mini-unit is to allow the students to become comfortable around each other and some important outdoor concepts and equipment in order for them to succeed in the unique activities.  Activities such packing, snowshoeing, hiking, fire-building, snow sculpting, and first aid will be evaluated.
	February

	2
	Outdoor & Environmental Investigation
· As the winter season is in full-force, students will explore both traditional and modern methods of survival and transportation. 

· Students will learn to Nordic ski, identify conifer species, track animals, fish, and develop survival techniques
· Students will focus their attention to basic winter survival skills such as dressing properly in harsh elements, shelter building, winter camping, and search and rescue. 
	March

	3
	Outdoor & Environmental Expedition
· In this unit students will learn to become competent navigators through training in using a compass, map and global positioning systems. 
· Activities that will be taking place may include canoeing, trapping, outdoor cooking, outdoor camping, hiking, geocaching, gardening, wilderness first aid, etc.

	April

	4

	Outdoor & Environmental Sustainability
· Students will focus on environmental awareness and ecological literacy with a focus on sustainability and 
Leave no Trace ideologies.
· Students will work together to create an outdoor classroom, garden, and opportunity for youth in our community to get involved.
	May

	
	COURSE CULMINATING – camping (and hopefully canoe) trip.
Participation in the culminating activity it at the discretion of your teachers.  An alternate assignment will be provided should you be unable to attend.
FINAL EXAM – Theory and Performance based.

	June


